Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 06190 222216Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 L-03 SS-15 NSC-05 PRS-01 
PA-01 USIA-06 H-01 SP-02 DODE-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 PM-05 /063 W 

007882 230258Z/66 

R 221906Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1867 

CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 6190 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PBOR, PN, AR 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 191921 

1 . CHARGE DELIVERED TEXT OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S STATEMENT ON PANAMA CANAL TREATY 
TO DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ALLARA AT MID-DAY 
AUGUST 15. FOREIGN MINISTER MONTES HAD 
ALREADY. HOWEVER, SAID PUBLICLY WITH REGARD 

TO THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY THAT "THIS VALUABLE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT HELPS REAFFIRM FAITH IN THE PURPOSE 
OF HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION, WHICH ARGENTINA 
MOST ENTHUSIASTICALLY SUPPORTS." THIS STATEMENT 
WAS WIDELY QUOTED IN BUENOS AIRES PRESS, AS WAS 
FACT THAT MONTES REITERATED HIS REMARK ON THE 
FOLLOWING DAY. 

2. BUENOS AIRES MEDIA ALSO REPORTED AUGUST 12 THAT 
PRESIDENT VIDELA TALKED BY TELEPHONE WITH 

PANAMA PRESIDENT TORRIJOS AND CONGRATULATED TORRIJOS 
ON THE TREATY'S CONCLUSION. 

3. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT A FURTHER FORMAL STATEMENT 
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WILL BE FORTHCOMING, BUT CANAL TREATY IS BEING 
WELCOMED HERE AND WE WILL BE ALERT FOR FURTHER 
INFORMAL COMMENTARY. 

CHAPLIN 
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